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Interpretive Features

Exodus
Suzerain Vassal Treaty Biblical Equivalent
Historical Prologue Ex. 19:1-4
Preamble Ex. 19:5-6
General Stipulations Ex. 20:3-17
Specific Stipulations Ex. 21:1-23:19
Blessings and Curses Ex. 23:20-23
Provisions for Reading Ex. 24:4-7
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Interpretive Features

Deuteronomy
Suzerain Vassal Treaty Biblical Equivalent
Preamble Dt. 1:1-5
Historical Prologue Dt. 1:6-4:49
General Stipulations Dt. 5:1-11:32
Specific Stipulations Dt. 12:1-26:15
Blessings and Curses Dt. 26:16-28:68, 30:1-18
Covenant Renewal Dt. 29
Reading of Covenant Dt. 31:9-13
The Witnesses Dt. 30:19-20, 31:19, 32:1-43
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Interpretive Features
General Stipulations

Commandment Divine Issue Commandment Human
Worship only 

God
God is our top 

authority
Authority Honor parents Respect human 

authority
Do not degrade 
God with images

Give God 
dignity deserved

Dignity No murder, 
adultery, or 

stealing

Dignify human 
life, family, & 

status 
Pledge oneself 

only to God
Remain 

committed to 
God

Commitment Bear true 
testimony

Give humans 
justice

God deserves 
our sacrifice

Give God what 
is rightfully His

Rights/Privileges No coveting Value the rights 
of other humans

Hill and Walton, A Survey of the Old Testament
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Interpretive Features

Deuteronomy
10 Commandments Specific Stipulations
Worship Only God Dt. 12:1-32
No Other Images of God Dt. 13:1-8
Name of God Dt. 14:1-21
Sabbath Worship Dt. 14:22-16:17
Respecting Authority Dt. 16:18-18:22
Respecting Life Dt. 19:1-21:9
Respecting Family Dt. 21:10-23:14
Respecting Property Dt. 23:15-24:7
Respecting Truth Dt. 24:8-9
Respecting Justice Dt. 24:10-26:15


